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Computing Policy 

Aims and Objectives 
Through teaching Computing we equip children to participate in a rapidly changing world 
where work and leisure activities are increasingly transformed by technology. We enable 
them to find, explore, analyse and exchange and present information. We also focus on 
developing the skills necessary for children to be able to use information in a critical and 
effective way. Computing skills are a major factor in enabling children to be confident, 
creative and independent learners. 
Our Aims are: 

 To provide all pupils and staff with opportunities to develop their computing 
capabilities. 

 To allow pupils and staff to gain confidence and enjoyment from their computing 
activities and to develop skills which extend and enhance their learning throughout 
the curriculum. 

 To develop pupils’ awareness of the use of computers and other devices not only in 
the classroom but in everyday life. 

 To allow pupils to evaluate the potential of computers and other devices and also 
their limitations e.g. to learn about issues of security, confidentiality and accuracy. 

 To develop logical thinking and problem solving. 

 To provide opportunities for pupils to gain knowledge of a variety of computing tools 
and equipment. 

 To encourage pupils to become autonomous, independent, users of computing as a 
learning resource. 

 To develop a whole school approach to computing ensuring continuity and 
progression. 

 To ensure children have an awareness of online safety and work safely when using 
computers and other devices.  

 
Teaching and Learning Style 
An interactive and practical teaching style should be adopted to equip children with the 
skills necessary to use technology to become independent learners. This should be achieved 
by: 

 Assisting the pupils to use computing with purpose and enjoyment. 

 Assisting the pupils to develop the necessary skills to make full use of computing. 

 Encouraging the pupils to become autonomous users of computing. 

 Helping the pupils to realise the benefits of computing both inside and outside 
school. 

 Meeting the requirements of the National Curriculum as full as possible and helping 
the pupils achieve the highest standards of achievement. Using computing to 
develop partnerships outside the school. Celebrating success in the use of 
computing. 

 
Effective Teaching will need: 

 A planned approach to extend the learning activity as an integrated part of the 
curriculum. 

 Give pupils a clear learning objective for each lesson. 

 A resource bank of suitable sites. 



 Vigilant supervision of pupils when using the internet. 

 While at times children will be given direct instruction on how to use hardware and 
software, the main emphasis of our teaching in computing is for children to use a 
range of software and hardware to facilitate study across the curriculum. Children 
will be encouraged to explore ways in which the use computing can improve their 
work. 

 Opportunities for peer assessment and evaluation to complete learning activities.  
 

 
Computing Curriculum Planning 
In September 2014, the government produced a new Statutory Computing National 
Curriculum which aims to prepare children for the changing technological world. The new 
Curriculum will enable children to learn skills that will broaden the opportunities in their 
later lives. It will also prepare them to function safely in a growing virtual and technical 
world.  
 
At Snodland CEP School, we follow the Purple Mash Computing Scheme of Work which 
provides progressive lessons for our Foundation Stage through to Year 6.  
The scheme of work is broken down into 8 themes which are taught by being cross 
curricular. There is clear progression through the scheme from lesson to lesson and builds 
the children’s confidence in all relevant areas of computing.  
 
As stated in the National Curriculum, there are 3 strands that must be covered. These are 
listed below and feature throughout our Scheme of Work: 

 Digital Literacy 

 Computer Science 

 Information Technology 
 
Online Safety is a vital part of our Computing Curriculum. Each lesson has an e-safety 
awareness guide for teachers to follow to ensure that e-safety is paramount and integral to 
every activity.  
 
Teaching Computing to Children with Special Educational Needs 
At our school we teach computing to all children, whatever their ability. Computing forms 
part of our school curriculum policy to provide a broad and balanced education for all 
children. Through our computing teaching, we provide learning opportunities that enable all 
pupils to make progress. We do this by setting learning challenges and responding to each 
child’s different need. Specialised access software and hardware will be available for pupils 
with special educational needs and consideration should be given to the most appropriate 
input device for all pupils but especially those with special needs, such as tablets. 
 
Differentiation 
Each unit includes suggestions for how pupils with SEN/D can be better supported in 
activities, as well as ideas for supporting pupils who are learning English as an additional 
language. There are extension activities for both school and home; the school-based 
extensions have been written particularly with talented or gifted pupils in mind.  For some 
activities children will be asked to work in mixed-ability pairs or groups.  
 



Assessment and Recording 
Purple Mash follows the recommendations of the DfE’s National Curriculum Expert Panel 
and the statutory attainment target in relating all assessment to the content of the 
programme of study. At the end of each unit the teacher will assess the children individually 
and then mark them down as ‘emerging’, ‘expected’ or ‘exceeding’ in colour. We use an 
Excel-based progression record, which tracks children’s progress against the Computing 
programme of study statements on a termly basis, which are collected and reviewed by the 
Computing Leader. 

We also collect evidence for every child for Computing. This will include printed examples of 
their learning, photographs/screen shots of children's learning, post-it notes detailing any 
particular skills or abilities displayed in a computing lesson or when using iPads etc. This will 
show progress for each child within computing. 

 
Equal Opportunities 
All pupils should have the opportunity to develop computing capability. 
 
We ensure that all our pupils: 

 Have equal access to computing resources; we provide times in the week when 
pupils who do not have access to the internet or a computer can access these to 
complete homework or visit educational websites. 

 Have equal opportunities to develop computing capability. 

 Use software that is appropriate to their ability. 
 
Security 
All networked computers, including laptops, have filtered internet access. All staff should 
review and evaluate resources available on web sites to ensure that they are appropriate to 
the age range and ability of pupils being taught. 
 
For more information regarding security and safety please refer to our Acceptable Use 
Policy.  
 
 
 
 
 


